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This invention relates to musical toys, and more
garticularly to a combination toy bank and misic

0x.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a musical toy hsving a coin-controlled
music producing mechanism, the actuation of
the music producing mechanism being accom-
plished by an exceedingly simple tripper arrange-
ment vwhich serves to release the control lever
for said mechanism when & coin is inserted in a
pivoted loader and caused to drop to the bottom
of the toy housing.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a iissical toy of the character indieated
wherein the music producing mechanism may
be shut off after insertion of a given coin and
the tripper simultaneously restored to initial
position for the operative restarting action of an-
other coin simply by pulling out the coin loader
fixed to the toy housing.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a musical toy simulating a miniature
juke box, music box or the like and wherein the
music producing mechanism is in the form of 2
pin-cylinder type music box works having a con-
trol lever operating with a tripper and coin loader
pivoted to the toy housing for actuation by coins
inserted in said loader and dropped past said
tripper to a coin compartment in the bottom of
the toy housing.

An additional object of the invehtion is the
provision of a musical toy of the character in~
dicated which may be inexpensively produced and
wherein the housing, tripper and coin loader may
be fabricated from a suitable plastic material in a
variety of colors to enhance visual appeal.

The foregoing objects as well as additional ob-
jects and advantages of the invention will be
readily apparent in the course of the following
detailed description taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings which illustrate a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view
of a musical toy embodying the features of the
invention illustrating the coin loader and tripper
in the loading and contact positions under the
influence of a coin (shown in breken outline) ;

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the coin loader,
tripper and the operating lever of the music-
producing mechanism in playing positions after
passage of the coin to depress the tripper and
release the operating lever from abutment against
a shoulder formed in the tripper;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detail taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 1;
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_Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of the toy
showing the coin loader and a portion of the
music=producing mechanism;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary detail taken on line 5—5
of Fig. 1 illustrating the cooperation between the
coin loader, the tripper and the control lever of
the pin-cylinder music box works;

Fig. 6 is a detail view taken on line 6—6 of Fig.
5 illustrating the stopping and starting action
of the control lever against the fly vanes of the
pin-cylinder music box works, the stopping posi-
tion being shown in full lines and the starting
position being shown in dotted lines.

The musie producing mechanism of the musical
toy may preferably take the form of a common
rin-cyilinder type music box works 10 having a
spring-driven rotary cylinder If carrying note
pins whicli progressively strike against and vi-
brate the teeth or reeds 12 of a steel comb to pro-
duce musical sounds. The rotation of the cyl-
inder {1 is controlled by a cortrol lever 13 pivoted
on the music works frame as at {4 and normally
urged by a spring 5 out of abutment against
the rotating fly vanes 1§ to permit rotation of
said cylinder. When control lever 13 is moved
dbout its pivots (4 against the tension of spring
{5 and into abutment agdinst fly vanes i6 the
rotation of cylinder {1 is interrupted to stop the
production of musical sounds.

Music works {§ is preferably so mounted in the
upper portion of the toy housing (7, which may
be made from any suitable plastic material, that
the contrel lever {3 extends transversely of said
housing. A coin Icader 18 having an open top
and back is pivoted to housing 17 as at 49 in
order to allow the introduction of g coin there-
within and to cooperdate with the control lever
{3 to shut off the music works 10 when said loader
is tilted outwardly (see dotted outline in Fig. 1)
as will be more fully described hereinbelow. Coin
loader {8 is preferably provided with a lip or finger
catch 20 to aid in tilting the loader outwardly for
the insertion of a coin therewithin and is further
provided with guides 21 to direct the coin in the
proper downward path or channel to actuate the
music works {0 when said coin loader 18 is moved
hack to closed position. .

In order to actuate the music works {0 upon
the downward passage of a coin from coin loader
18 to the coin compartment (not shown) at the
bottom of housing i1, a depending tripper 22 is
pivoted interiorly of said housing as at 23. Said
tripper is supported at the lower end thereof by
means of a lightweight tension spring 24 and is
formed at its upper side with a stop-shoulder 25
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against which control lever 13 normally rests in
locked position to prevent operation of the music
works 10. Tripper 22 is further provided at the
Jower end thereof with a laterally projecting lug
22¢. In the passage of a coin from loader I8 to
the bottom of housing 7, the coin will strike
against tripper lug 22¢ to depress tripper 22 and
release control lever i3 from abutment against
stop shoulder 25, thereby allowing control lever
13 to move forwardly toward the front wall of
the housing (from the position of Fig. 1 to the
position of Fig. 2) and causing the music works
10 to operate by carrying the opposite end of said
control lever out of abutment with fly vanes 8.
The full line position of lever I3 in Fig. 6 corre-
sponds to the locked or non-playing position of
said lever in abutment against stop-shoulder 23
illustrated in Fig. 1 while the dotted line posi-
tion of the lever 13 in Fig. 6 corresponds o the
open or playing position of said lever shown in
full circle in Fig. 2. Spring 24 exemplifies bias-
ing means which normally urge tripper 22 up-
wardly. Said biasing means must be sufficiently
weak to allow the weight of a dropping coin to
depress said tripper upon striking lateral lug
22a.

Means is further provided for restoring con-
trol lever 13 to the locked position of Fig. 2 and
shutting of music works #§ upon tilting coin
1cader 18 forwardly (dotted outiine in Fig. 1) for
the reception of another coin to compleie the
cycle of operations. This means may convenient-
ly take the form of a cam lever {8z preferably
formed integrally with coin lcader 18 and de-
pending from the bottom surface thersof.

Thus when the music works 18 is operating,
control lever {3 will be in the forward position of
Fig, 2 and out of abutment against stop shoulder
25 of tripper 22. However, by tilting ccin loader
18 forwardly to receive another coin ecam lever
{8a will bear against said conftrol lever to urge
it rearwardly (dotted circle of Fig. 1) and stop
the operation of music works 8. If a coin is not
placed in coin holder i8 and said coin holder is
then tilted rearwardly to closed position, controi
lever §3 will assume the locked position against
stop-shoulder 25 of tripper 22 and the music
works 1§ will remain shut-off. On the other
hand, if a coin has been introduced into coin
holder {8 and the coin holder is then tilted back
to closed position, the coin will drop and strike
against lug 22a of tripper 22, thereby depressing
said tripper and allowing control lever 13 to clear
stop shoulder 25 and move forwardly to assume
the playing position as has been previously de-
scribed.

Since certain modifications may be made in the
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device of the invention without departing from
the scope thereof, it is intended that all matter
contained in the foregoing description and shown
in the accompanying drawings be interpreted
merely as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A combination toy bank and music box com-
prising a housing having a lower coin compart-
ment therewithin, a pin-cylinder type music
works having a control lever normally urged fo

. playing position, said music works being mounted
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above said coin compartment, a coin loader piv-
oted to said housing for introducing coins there-
within, a tripper pivoted to said housing and nor-
mally biased upwardly by biasing means, said
iripper having a stop shoulder against which said
control lever abuts in non-playing position, a
portion of said tripper being in the path of a eoin
dropped from said coin loader to said coin de-
partment, whereby to depress said tripper and
allow said control lever to clear said stop-shoulder
and assume the playing position and cam means
fizxed to said coin holder for moving said control
lever to the non-playing position upon tilting
said coin holder forwardly.

2. A combination toy bank and music box com-
prising a heusing having a lower coin compart-
ment therewithin, a pin-cylinder type music
works having a control lever normally urged to
playing position, said music works being mounted
ahove said coin compartment, a coin loader piv-
oted %o said housing for introducing coins there-
in, a tripper pivoted to said housing and nor-
mally biased upwardly by biasing means, said
tripper having a stop-shoulder against which said
control lever ghuts in non-playing position, said
tripper having a laterally projecting lug disposed
in the path of a coin dropped from said coin load-
er to said coin cormpartment, whereby to depress
said tripper and allow said control lever to clear
said stop-shoulder and assume the playing posi-
tion and cam means fixed to said coin holder for
moving said control lever to the non-playing posi-
tion upon tilting said coin holder forwardly.
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